:HMQ Land is the Source or Matter from whence p:M

Wealth is produced. The Labour of man is the Form
which produces it: and Wealth in iself is nothing but the
Maintenance, Conveniencies, and Superfluities of Life.,

Land produces Herbage, Roots. Corn, Flax. Cotton,
Hemp, Shrubs and Timber of several kinds, with divers
sorts of Fruits, Bark, and Foliagelike that of the Mulberry--
tree for Silkworms; it supplies Mines and Minerals. Toall
this the Labour of man gives the fo ¢ .

Rivers and Seas supply Fish for the food of man, and
many other things for his enjovment. But these Seas and
Rivers belong to the adjacent Lands or are common to all,
and the Labour of man extracts from them the Fish and

other m&ﬁzﬁmam.
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In a country which had acquired that full complement of riches
which the nature of its soil and climate, and its situation with re-
spect to other countries, allowed it to acquire; which could, there-
fore, advance no further, and which was not going backwards, both
the wages of labour and the profits of stock would probably be very
low. In a country fully peopled in proportion to what either its ter-
ritory could maintain or its stock employ, the competition for em-
ployment would necessarily be so great as to reduce the wages of
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bourers, and, the country being already fully peopled, that number
could never be augmented. “vx-StioTT
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Does narure nothing for man in manufactures? Are the powers of
wind and water, which move our machinery, and assist navigation,
nothing? The pressure of the amosphere and the elasticity of steam,

which enable us to work the most stupendous engines—are they not the ”
gifts of narre? 10 say nothing of the effects of the matter of heat in |

softening and melting memls, of the decomposition of the aunosphere

in the process of dyeing3 and fermentdon, There is not a manufacture
which can be mentoned, in which narure does not give her assismnce |
to man, and give it too, generously and gratuitously. _

David Ricardo Qﬁd

Nor is there much satisfaction in contemplating the world with
nothing left to the spontaneous activity of nature; with every rood
of land brought into cultivation, which is capable of growing food
for buman beings ; every flowery waste or natural pasture ploughed
up, all quadrupeds or birds which are not domesticated for man's
use exterminated as his rivals for food, every hedgerow or superfluous
tree rooted out, and scarcely a place left where a wild shrub or
fower could grow without being eradicated as a weed in the name
of improved agricuiture. If the earth must lose "Em great portion
of its pleasantness which it owes to things that the unlimited increase
of wealth and population would extirpate from it, for the mere
purpose of enabling it to support a larger, but not a Wmn.nmn or a
happier population, I sincerely hope, for the sake of posterity, that
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them to it. L
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The capitalist mode of production extends the Mammmﬁon %m
the excretions of production and consumption. By the ﬂawnz )
mean the waste of industry and agriculture, mnm. by ﬂmm mﬂmw
partly the excretions produced by the natural exc muﬂono ma ter
in the human body and partly the mowB o.m objects nn a .8”»8
after their consumption. In the chemical Sm.cuoa.. or :uuw % &
excretions of production are mcn.w vv.-v.noacn& as w_an.ﬂmumm o
production on a smaller scale; iron filings accumula wuwn.nu e
manufacture of machinery and returning into the productio -
iron as raw material, etc. Excretions of naF.EBn”.won are t e
natural waste matter discharged by the vc‘Bma wo Y. BBMMMD
of clothing in the form of rags, etc. m«n?.:onmm o»ouu”“umwmwn
are of the greatest importance for agriculture. So wm 23 their
utilisation is concerned, there is an enormous ﬂuuﬂnmwo aom 1n
the capitalist economy. In romeoF mom _Muwwmmmmacmm%n nd 10

for the excretion of four an f mil
WMMMMM :wmmu to contaminate the Thames with it at heavy

expense. .
Keel Macx (1g74)



